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Title 
Improved regulation and reporting of small-scale dredging  

 

Submitted by: 
ACTION Project WP2 and related HELCOM ACTION WP2.2 workshop 

 

Description of measure 
New regulations should be implemented to require the reporting of small-scale dredging. An equivalent 

approach as EIAs should be developed to require application, approval and monitoring effects for small-

scale dredging and deposition of the dredged material. While small-scale dredging may appear to impact 

only very localised areas the regularity, commonality and impacts on sensitive and often fragmented 

ecosystem components can be severe. Such changes should go hand in hand with a public awareness 

drive. Small scale improvements would have impacts on sub-regional and regional connectivity and 

improve status of the seabed habitats and e.g. fish spawning areas. 

 

Activity:  
Canalisation and other watercourse modifications (coastal dams, culverting, trenching, weirs, large-scale 

water deviation)  

Restructuring of seabed morphology (dredging, beach replenishment, sea-based deposit of dredged 

material) 

Pressure: 
Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 

Physical loss (due to permanent change of seabed substrate or morphology and to extraction of seabed 

substrate) 

State: 
Seabed habitats 

Extent of impact: 
Potentially highly localised scale for the actual activity but often regular and numerous enough in certain 

areas to have significant impact at broader scales. 

 

Effectiveness of measure 
[to be complemented] 

 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
 [to be complemented, if information available] 

 

Feasibility: 
Potentially high. Could be applied by local or national legislation and would go hand in hand with public 

awareness. 

 



 

Follow-up of measure: 
Components to cover an assessment and account for such a measure are to some extent in place. 

Common approach to requiremnets on reporting of small scale dredging across steh region likely 

required to ensure harmonised regional overview and data.  

 

Background material: 
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